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Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift
Immunotherapy for human cancer
From bedside to bench and back 
1. Whether serum LDH is a predictive or prognostic biomarker for ipilimumab 
effectiveness in melanoma is irrelevant to its use in routine clinical practice (this 
thesis).
2. Mutational load as a measure of “foreignness” of cancer cells is a characteristic 
that should be used to select tumor subtypes that are potentially responsive to 
immune-checkpoint blockade (this thesis).
3. Resistance to cancer immunotherapy can occur at each step in the cancer-
immunity cycle and the field finds itself at the point where a patient-specific 
approach is required in order to achieve durable tumor control in a larger group 
of patients (this thesis).
4. Heterogeneity exists even among neo-antigens and they will not always be 
superior over non-mutated antigens as targets in cancer immunotherapy (this 
thesis).
5. Although potentially highly effective, immunotherapy is extremely expensive 
and measures need to be taken at a political level, not in the doctor’s office, to 
control the costs (this thesis).
6. Although the mouse model has been spectacularly successful in advancing our 
understanding of basic immunological mechanisms, its record in formulating 
clinically useful protocols is much less impressive (Mark Davis, Immunity, 2008).
7. The real purpose of the scientific method is to make sure nature hasn’t misled 
you into thinking you know something you actually don’t know (Robert Pirsig, 
1991).
8. We live in a society exquisitely dependent on science and technology, in which 
hardly anyone knows anything about science and technology (Carl Sagan, 1995).
9. Vergeet niet dat je arts bent (dissertatie Hannah van den Ende, 2015, naar Hans 
Keilson, 1942).
10. Believe in yourself. Have faith in yourself. Without a humble but reasonable 
confidence in your own powers you cannot be successful or happy (Norman 
Vincent Peale, 1952).
11. Life is what happens to you while you’re busy making other plans (John Lennon, 
1981). 
